
SEPTEMBER 9-10, 2026

Białystok, Poland





European Agricultural Sector at a Turning Point 

Jörg Migende
President, German Raiffeisen Association

23rd International Dairy Community Forum

Bardzo dziękuję za możliwość wygłoszenia dzisiaj 
przemówienia przed Państwem!



1 Market intervention is not the solution
Milk prices are higher in EU Member States without Art. 148
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2,22 €/100 kg Source: AgriData, MIV 2026 
States without contractual arrangements under Article 148 (CMO): AT, BE, CZ, DK, EE, FI, DE, EL,  IE, LV, MT, NL, SE
States with contractual arrangements under Article 148 (CMO): BG, CY, ES, FR, HR, HU, IT, LT, PL, PT, RO, SI, SK   

(in €/100 kg, excl. Lux.)



2 Strengthening entrepreneurship and competition

Source: European Commission

• Fair trading practices: UTP

• Rebalancing unequal market power: Cooperatives and Producer Organisations

• Tax models that preserve liquidity

• Risk Management Tools

• Support and develop hedging systems for farmers and cooperatives under the CMO. 
• Provide EIB-backed hedging guarantees for farmers and cooperatives.
• Provide access to futures markets for all farmers through a financial institution.
• This could be achieved through further CMO amendments.

… and the most important task is:



3 Cut politically induced costs for EU dairies and farmers

Every sustainability measure must be evaluated to determine 
whether it is also economically and socially sustainable:

• Single Use Plastics Directive (SUPD)

• Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation (PPWR)

• Corporate Sustainability Reporting Directive (CSRD)

• Corporate Sustainability Due Dilligence Directive (CSDDD)

• EU taxonomy for sustainable activities

• Empowering Consumers Directive (EmpCo)

• Industrial and Livestock Rearing Emissions Directive (IED 2.0)

• …
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4 The market outlook is generally positive
Trends in global demand for dairy products are still positiv

Source: OECD-FAO, 2026
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5 Consumers bear a great deal of responsibility
Spending on food is low in many EU countries



6 Investing in Europe’s agribusiness is an investment in Europe’s
resilience

• Costs and standards are higher in Europe:
The CAP budget must amount to 500 billion euros

• The agri-food sector must be given a significant share in the ECF
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